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Why are we observing fewer swarms than previous years?





In the 1990s a parasitic mite, Varroa destructor, reached the U.K. and is now endemic.   Unless treated, colonies die within about three years.    Feral colonies can not survive.   The only honeybees available for pollination are kept by beekeepers.   





What should you do if you have a swarm?





Don’t panic!


Don’t reach for the pesticide aerosol.  





The Northamptonshire Beekeepers Association operates a voluntary swarm collection service throughout the county as a public service.   If you want a swarm removed, contact the swarm collection co-ordinator (the police have a list of contacts).   





REMEMBER:  This is a voluntary service.   The beekeeper may be at work or otherwise busy.





The beekeeper acts as an individual and not on behalf of the Association.   The beekeeper may require reimbursement for their time & expertise – or a donation for NBKA funds (which can be Gift Aided) may be requested.   You can, of course, contact a private pest control firm or your local Pest Control Officer of the Local Council.   They charge for their services.   Some Councils are charging about £50 to deal with swarms or wasps’ nests – a charge may be made even if the swarm has departed!





Your house insurance policy may allow claims for getting rid of swarms – obtain a receipt from the beekeeper.





Please give as much information as possible – location of swarm, height from ground, when the swarm arrived, etc.





Do seek assistance as soon as possible.   Once a swarm has gone into a chimney or cavity, it is usually difficult to remove.   Beekeepers are not usually insured and would be foolish to risk life & limb or risk damage to property and possible litigation.





The service is to remove swarms of honeybees from accessible places.   The beekeeper may be willing to tackle wasps’ nests and bumblebees’ nests or give advice – but the beekeeper’s expertise & interest are primarily in honeybees.








Swarm Co-ordinator:


   01604 890117


E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:herebebees@tiscali.co.uk" ��herebebees@tiscali.co.uk�





Web site:  www.nbka.co.uk
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NATURE'S AMAZING PHENOMENON





�





A swarm in May 


Is worth a load of hay. 


A swarm in June


 Is worth a silver spoon. 


A swarm in July


 Isn't worth a fly. 





What is a honeybee swarm?





Honeybee swarms are a favourite topic of people who make horror movies!   Actually, they are one of the most beautiful and interesting phenomena in nature.   A swarm starting to issue is a thrilling sight.   A swarm may contain from 1,500 to 30,000 bees including, workers, drones and a queen.   Swarming is an instinctive part of the annual





life cycle of a honeybee colony.   It provides a mechanism for the colony to reproduce itself.





What makes a honeybee colony swarm?





Overcrowding and congestion in the nest are factors that predispose colonies to swarm.  The presence of an old queen and a mild winter also contribute to the development of the swarming impulse.   Swarming can be controlled by a skilled beekeeper; however, not all colonies live in hives and have a human caretaker.





When do honeybees swarm?





The tendency to swarm is usually greatest when bees increase their population rapidly in late spring and early summer, usually during the months May, June & July.





Are honeybee swarms dangerous?





No!   Honeybees exhibit defensive behaviour only in the vicinity of their nest. Defensive behaviour is needed to protect their young and food supply.   A honeybee swarm has neither young nor food stores and will not exhibit defensive behaviour unless unduly provoked.





What should home owners do about honeybee swarms on their property?





When honeybees swarm they will settle on a tree branch, bush, or other convenient site.   The cohesiveness of the swarm is due to their  attraction  to  a  pheromone  (chemical





messenger) produced by the queen.   The swarm will send out scout bees to seek a cavity to nest in and will move on when a suitable nesting site is found. Rarely, swarms may initiate comb construction in the open if a suitable cavity cannot be found.   You may want to call a local beekeeper to see if they would like to collect the swarm.   Late season swarms are of less value to beekeepers, but we will be glad to help you with the problem.





How does a beekeeper capture a swarm of honeybees?





A swarm is looking for a new nesting site.   A beekeeper can capture a swarm by dislodging the clustered bees into a suitable container, such as a box or basket.   The bees can be removed when they have ceased flying to the beekeeper's apiary & transferred to an empty hive. 
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What type of nesting sites will honeybees seek?





Honeybees are cavity nesters and will seek a cavity of at least 15 litres of storage space.   Hollow trees are a preferred nesting site.   Occasionally, bees will nest in the hollow walls of buildings, under porches and in other man-made sites if they can find an entrance to a suitable cavity.





What can be done if a honeybee swarm establishes itself in an undesirable place?





Honeybees are beneficial pollinators and should be left alone and appreciated unless their nest is in conflict with human activity.   If honeybees nest in the walls of a home, they can be removed or killed if necessary.   





You may want to seek the assistance of a beekeeper or a pest control agency.  Nests should be removed promptly from problem sites.   After several months they may have stored a considerable amount of honey.   You can prevent swarms from nesting in walls by preventive maintenance.   Honeybees will not make an entrance to a nest.   They look for an existing entrance so periodic inspection and caulking is all that is necessary to prevent them from occupying spaces in walls.
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