THE BEES & WASPS IN YOUR GARDEN
In your garden you may see honey bees, bumble bees, solitary bees and wasps

Only honey bees are kept in hives, survive the winter as a colony and swarm.

When bees are mentioned, many people think of BUMBLEBEES.   They are large, round and noisy and wear football jerseys!
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There are about 6 common species, which can be identified by their different coloured stripes.   In the spring, large queens emerge from hibernation and may be seen looking for suitable nesting sites e.g. disused mouse nest, bird box or compost heap.   The colony she establishes never totals more than a few hundreds.   At the end of the year, new queens are produced and mated.   These find suitable locations in which to hibernate and the original colony dies.   Although they possess a sting, they are not aggressive and are valuable pollinators, often flying when honeybees are indoors.   Several species are struggling to survive.

There are about 250 species of SOLITARY BEES In Britain.   They may look like honeybees, but do not live in colonies.   Some tunnel into sandy soil or the soft mortar in old houses (however, they do not cause houses to fall down - the house needs repointing!).   Some use existing holes and construct cells from mud or pieces of leaf.
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Swarm Collection





The Northamptonshire Beekeepers Association operates a voluntary swarm collection service throughout the county as a public service.   If you want a swarm removed, contact the swarm co-ordinator (the police have a list of names).   The co-ordinator will put you in touch with a beekeeper willing and available to help you.





REMEMBER:  This is a voluntary service.   The beekeeper may be at work or otherwise busy.





The beekeeper acts as an individual and not on behalf of the Association.   The beekeeper may require reimbursement for his expenses - or a donation for NBKA funds may be requested.   You can, of course, contact a private pest control firm or your local Pest Control Officer of the local Council.   They charge for their services - some Councils are charging upwards of £50 to deal with swarms or wasps’ nests – a charge may be made even if the swarm has departed!.   Your house insurance policy may allow claims for getting rid of swarms - obtain a receipt from the beekeeper.


Please give as much information as possible - location of swarm, height from ground, when the swarm arrived, etc.   Do seek assistance as soon as possible.   Once a swarm has gone into a chimney or cavity, it is usually difficult to remove.   Beekeepers are not insured and would be foolish to risk life and limb or risk damage to property.


The service is to remove swarms of honeybees from accessible places.   The beekeeper may be willing to tackle wasps’ nests and bumblebee nests or give advice - but the beekeeper’s expertise and interest are primarily in honeybees.
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VARROA DESTRUCTOR





Varroa is a parasitic mite of bees which has spread across the world and reached Northamptonshire in 1994.   The mite is now widespread throughout the county and country (it has now reached Ireland).   Unless treated, colonies die within about three years.   The effect on honey production and pollination is serious.   Feral colonies will eventually die out.   To keep hive bees healthy and productive requires greater effort and time - and extra expense.





Bees have survived for 50 million years.   With your help they will continue to survive.





THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION








The NBKA was founded in 1882 to serve the needs of beekeepers in the county.   The NBKA is a member of the British Beekeepers Association and the Midland & South Western Counties Convention of Beekeepers.


The Association holds monthly meetings for members (usually the second Saturday in the month) at the Abbey Centre, Hunsbury, Northampton.   A Programme of talks and visits is arranged.   Courses are provided for beginners and more experienced beekeepers.   The Association apiary provides hands on experience.   A quarterly newsletter, the Bulletin, keeps members informed & books and videos may be borrowed from a comprehensive library.   The NBKA is a member of the British Beekeeping Association (BBKA), which provides national representation (including EU and UK legislation) and free insurance against third party risks and the facility to participate in a Comprehensive Scheme to insure against vandalism, theft, fire, flood and other risks.





If you are interested in bees and beekeeping and would like to know more, contact:





NBKA Secretary.


  01327 857328.





SWARM COLLECTION CO-ORDINATOR


 01604 890117.


E-mail:  herebebees@tiscali.co.uk





Web site:  www.nbka.co.uk


 








They are harmless and are valuable pollinators.





There are 7 species of WASPS found in Britain, differing in size and colour markings.   All common wasps have tapered abdomens, striped black and yellow.  
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The HORNET, the largest wasp, is reddish-brown with a mostly black head and thorax.


Like bumblebees, the colony dies in the winter and newly mated queens hibernate.   In the spring, the queen builds a nest made from ‘paper’ composed of chewed wood fibres in hollow trees, roof spaces, compost heaps, etc.   Larvae are fed on insects.


In late summer, wasps seek out sources of sugar and become a nuisance.


Wasps can sting and will defend their nests with vigour.   However, wasps are beneficial - one worker wasp can collect over a 100 aphids in one day.





HIVE OR HONEY BEES





HONEYBEES are not domesticated but are kept in hives for the convenience of beekeepers to make the taking of honey easier.


Honeybees are by nature tree dwelling and feral or wild colonies may exist in hollow trees or, more inconveniently, in chimneys and hollow spaces in houses (big trees!).


They are smaller than bumblebees and similar in size to wasps, but are mostly black with the occasional tan or grey banding.


They form large colonies headed by a queen.   A strong colony in the summer may contain 50,000 bees.


In your garden, the workers can be seen visiting flowers for pollen and nectar - their food.   The nectar will be converted into honey.   In the process, plants become pollinated.   Honeybees are the most efficient pollinators.   Without pollination there would be no food crops.


As the colony becomes more populous, overcrowding causes the colony to swarm. - usually in May, June and July.   The old queen and approximately half the colony leave to find a new home.   A new queen will eventually take over the parent colony.   Beekeepers do not want to lose half their work force and take steps to prevent their colonies from swarming.   Beekeepers are the largest employers of female labour in the country!   However, the urge to swarm is strong- it is nature’s way of increasing the chances of survival.   Beekeepers have no control over feral colonies.   Consequently, 20,000 honeybees may arrive in your garden and cluster on, for example, a tree branch.





This is a swarm!





After flying around they will eventually settle and form a compact rugby ball shaped cluster.   They check that the queen is present and scout bees search for a suitable location for the new home.   Usually the swarm moves to the selected new site within a few hours.


Although 20,000 bees flying around your garden is alarming to a non-beekeeper, the danger is not very great.   Before the bees left the parent colony they gorged themselves with honey to provision their journey and in order to build comb.   They are ‘full-up’ and in a ‘holiday mood’!


If you are present when the swarm arrives, move quietly away - don’t run or flap your arms - remove children and pets - go indoors.   Contact a beekeeper - see ‘Swarm Collection’.


Honeybees are the most efficient pollinators - over 70 crops depend on the honeybee for pollination.   Fruit growers and farmers depend on bees to pollinate their crops such as apples and field beans.   They provide us with delicious honey and wax to make candles and polish.   They also provide pollen and propolis (a resin collected from trees), both of which are being used more and more for medicinal purposes.


Honeybees can sting, but usually only in defence.   If you do get stung, scrape rather than pull the sting out and move away.   Apply an ice pack or calamine lotion to soothe the affected part.


Most people show little reaction to stings apart from swelling and irritation.   Rarely, an individual may be hypersensitive and will need urgent medical attention   When the reaction is severe, intense skin irritation is followed by difficulty in breathing and loss of consciousness (anaphylactic shock).   


If collapse follows being stung, a doctor and ambulance should be called immediately.   Similarly, stings near the eye or inside the mouth (especially in young children) should receive medical attention.


Remember bee stings are to a great extent ignored by beekeepers in their thousands throughout the world, since they suffer no ill effects from them.   They are even reputed to be good for rheumatism.   Sufferers sometimes pay a lot of money to be stung!!   The record for sustained  stings is 2,243!   The victim made a full recovery.





Swarm Collection





The Northamptonshire Beekeepers Association operates a voluntary swarm collection service throughout the county as a public service.   If you want a swarm removed, contact your nearest swarm co-ordinator (the police have a list of names).   The co-ordinator will put you in touch with a beekeeper willing and available to help you..


REMEMBER:  This is a voluntary service.   The beekeeper may be at work or otherwise busy.


The beekeeper acts as an individual and not on behalf of the Association.   The beekeeper may require reimbursement for his expenses - or a donation for NBKA funds may be requested.   You can, of course, contact a private pest control firm or your local Pest Control Officer of the local Council.   They charge for their services - some Councils are charging upwards of £50 to deal with swarms or wasps’ nests.   Your house insurance policy may allow claims for getting rid of swarms - obtain a receipt from the beekeeper.


Please give as much information as possible - location of swarm, height from ground, when the swarm arrived, etc.   Do seek assistance as soon as possible.   Once a swarm





In your garden, the workers can be seen visiting flowers for pollen & nectar – their food.   The nectar will be converted into honey.   In the process, plants become pollinated.   Honeybees are the most efficient pollinators.   Without pollination there would be no food crops.
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As the colony becomes more populous, overcrowding causes the colony to swarm. - usually in May, June and July.   The old queen and approximately half the colony leave to find a new home.   A new queen will eventually take over the parent colony.   Beekeepers do not want to lose half their work force and take steps to prevent their colonies from swarming.   Beekeepers are the largest employers of female labour in the country!   However, the urge to swarm is strong - it is nature’s way of increasing the chances of survival.   Beekeepers have no control over feral colonies.   Consequently, 20,000 honeybees may arrive in your garden and cluster on, for example, a tree branch. 
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